Respiratory chlamydia: the management of an outbreak.
This investigation was undertaken in response to the occurrence of nine cases of respiratory chlamydial infection in 8 months within the district of Dudley. All nine cases of respiratory chlamydia were due to Chlamydia psittaci, not Chlamydia pneumoniae. Five cases had avian exposure, but no other aetiological factors were identified. Faecal specimens were obtained from only two of the implicated birds and were negative. Two local aviaries were identified as sources of implicated birds. The two aviaries were themselves linked. Bird faecal specimens were taken from the two implicated aviaries and were both positive for Chlamydia psittaci. Appropriate public health control measures were introduced in these aviaries. A press statement was released to identify and advise, by telephone, those who purchased birds from the aviaries.